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©, Expreſſng the True Senſe of the 
Diflenting Proteſtants: of ENGLAND: 
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'F E ate « PEOPLE dffuſed thringh is Majcſlys KINGDOM, whans 
WW the L AW doth not otherwiſe know, than ſo as to atcourt onr. very 
CHARACTER , by which we muſt diſtinguiſh our ſelves, 0:7 CRIME, 
and ajimadvert upon Us for it.» And bave not the Advantage of being 
in any formed Legal Society ; wheteby, winder ope common Notions acceptably to 
apply aurſelves 10 His Majeſty, zs others, to whom therr Circumſt ances in thiſe 
-Refpetts ate mare favorable, |; ++ That any ſhould ; undeſired ; take-upon them, tp 
ſpeak unto his Majeſty, the _ of, the Reſt, though. it (bould fall- out to be. maſt 
firidly true, would not be rtaſonable,or-ſatsfying 5 * That it Jhould be allowed Us 
10 ſend Del:gates from all. Parts, j0:meet and repreſent our Commun Suſe, were 4 
 Privileaze none will be ſo little modeit.a5-18 ashg That auy there/ ore (bould Ad- 
ares: themſelves in the Name of All jointly; js impoſſible ; Ard to do it for them- 
ſelves ſingly, were inconſiderable and preſumptuous,',' But were it poſſible or pes - 
mitted ta Us to repreſent our comman;ſentiments; they would certainly, aanit to be cons 
ceived after this fullowing Tenour. + - ; Ns | 


To the King's moſt-Excellene M ajesty: 


The bumble Repreſentation and Addreſs of Tour Mas 
Subjefs in this your Kingdomof ENGLAND ,zvho 
diſſent from ſome Rites of Religion, eftabliſhed and 
commonly prafiſed therein. wa P 

Athy if pleefe jew Maſeſye 5h] 1 oe ga IVY 22 36k 

- E Your Majeſty's moſt Loyal and Duriful 'Subjefts are mot 

NY. / deeply ſenlible.of Your Majeſty's heavy Dilpleaſure, which 

LY becaule it ſo, peculiarly falfs upowUs, and'for Cauſes there- 

| fore that we muſt ſuppoſcary underſtood to be peculiar ro 

Us, whereof Nothing offers it felf ro'our <a bur either our  Diffe- 
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m—_ 


(2) 
rent Sentiments and PraRices in the Matter of Religion ; or, That we are 
thought not ro be duly affeted towards.your Majeity's Authority and Go- 
vernment. Re: Ln, 

' VVe do therefore in all Hymility proſtrate our ſelves art the Footſtool 
of your Royal Throne, and moſt humbly repreſent Our unteigned Senſe con- 
cerning both to Four moſt Princely"Conſideration'and Clemertcy ; 'V Ve do 
with ingenuous Freedom and Sincerity acknowledge ro your Majeſty, That 
there are ſome RITES and MODES in the publick RELIGION and VVor- 
ſhip, which VVe ſenſibly find it is Qur great Temporal Infeliciry nor to be 
ſatisfied with, and a greater difference /4n Religion is not to be gereraly 
impured to Us, nor can be the Caufe of a general Diſpleaſure rowards Us : 


Beſides, that hereupon alſo VVe have been wont to worſhip GOD in ſuch. 


a VVay,as, according to the iiformarion of Our Conſciences, We apprehend 
agreeable to rhe DIVINE VVIEE. Nor can it entet into Our Minds Thar 
this can be the cauſe of Yaur Majeſty's peculiar Diſpleaſure towards Us. 
Your Majeſty's declared averſion to afflict your SubjeRs meetrly for their 
CONSCIENCES in Martters of Religion : And Our own great Experience 
hereof, cannot allow Us to admit any ſuch Thoughts. Your Majeſty 
knows rhere is fuch a thing as: Confcience in man, which he' hath ir nor in 
Þis power to command and alter as he pleaſes, ir being irs Office, under 
GOD, ro.command and govern him. ' - Thoſe of Your Majeſlie's Subjects, 
whoſe Practice in Religion is'more agreeable ro Your own Royal Perſwaſion, 
cannot, withotr great Uncharitableneſs, be fuppoſed ſo generally ro have 
<choſen it, *in defign to pleaſe Your Majeſty, bur from the former Difpoſiri- 
on'oftheir own Minds,apprebkending it more pleafing ro God. VVhercfore 
4ince all mens Minds are nor of oneComplexion more than their Bodies are; 
and Our Minds are irreſiftibly ted ro apprehended a V Vay of Religion ſonic- 
what different to be more pleaſing to the DIVINE MAJESTY, We cannot 
bar conceive 6tirſelves entituted to'your Majcfty's Grace and Favor herein, 
"onthe ſame'corhmon Reaſon with the reſt of Your Subjes:For ſince'no man 
did ever acconnr,, That Religion conld have any other proper Deſign than 
the pleaſing of GOD, and; Thar Your' Majefty welt knows, Thoſe RITES 
and MODES of it from which we difſent, are -not -intmediately commanded 


by GOD himſelf z and thcrefore, Thar he cannor be diſpleaſed by their not 


being Urged npon Us: ; Y Ve think ourfelyes bound ro-judge, Thar Your 
. Majeſty (accounting it your Part to _—_— for the pleaſing of GOD, in the 
fr place) witkbe much berter pleaſed with our worſhiping: kim withour 

them, than. Gu with our wholly forbearing any ifolemn VVorſhip ef 
GOD,'or V'Vorlliiping him with them againſt our Conſcjences, borh which 
ogpla certainly diſpleaſe him,  - If VVe ſhould thus declare our ſelves to 
r Majeſly , That itis imdced the ſettled app2chenion of Qur Tudgnicuts 

and Conſieaces, That We ſhould mod highlp ofendGoy, if: We: did In all 
things fall in with the allowed way of Wozbhip (which VVe generally do,as 
faras VVecan apprehend ir lawful ) but pet, 1a compladſance to. Your 'Afa- 
4a, Ub are \Eitfung to abdilh>Our Eviſiences,ond-trrnr the Divine Dif: 
Pleaſitte: VVecannor daubr, bus VVe ſhould hereby rehder Ourſelves jaſily 
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Acteſiable to your Majeſty, and ro Ei: And wherens it Iy ac- 
Lagyledged ; not. oply by all the DiFines of the Church of Znglard, bur 
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univerſally by all Chriſtians, Thar iris ah indiſpenſable Dury 'of 'nitura} 
Religion ro worſhip GOD in Aſſemblies: If it be poſhible,can we hope to pleaſe 
YourMajeſty,by reſolving againſt fuch worſhip of GOD,when thar We ought; 
ſo to worfhip him is conteſt and agreed on all hands ; Bur rhe doing it in the: 
uſe of rhe RITES and MODES which We fcruple is ſo doubrful and difpured; 
a-thing.and by Us feared to be ſinful: Could we atiy way more proyoke Your: 
Ma” than by tefuſing our natural rightful Homage to the Supream RULER.. 
whoſe Vicegerent you are Or, I We ſhould rcll the reverend Fathers of; 
the Church; We are ready to come into their Communion againſt Our 

Confciences, - would That quality Us fof their Communion ? Or; can We 

rhink Diflimulation were more Venial ? ahd the profeſſing that ro be accor-/ 
ding to our Conſciences which is really againſt chem? We cannot there- 

fore bur apprehend it were a V Vrong ro Your Majeſty never to be.atron'd. 

for, if we ſhonld ever have allow'd outſelves to think our meer Dilfent in 

the Matter of Religion wete the thing for which Your Majeſty appears fo: 
much offended with Us, And, | 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 11 26H £16 ah | 
As to the Matter of Our LOYALTY, VVe make this ſincere Profeſſion, 
Thar rhe ſame Conſcience which conſtrains Us ro Diffem from ſo many of. 
YourMajcfties Subjects in ſome Circumſtances of Religion,doth moſt {irict- 
Pl oblige us to agree with the moſt duriful and loyal of rhem in obeying to 
ur utmoſt Your Majeſty's Laws in all things elſe. And nor only to obey, bur 
endeavour to preſerve your Majeſty's Anthority and Government. with rhe 
hazard of all that is dear to Us, together with your Royal Perfon . your 
Honor, Intereſt, Rights and Prerogatives;and the SUBSTANCE of the celia- 
bliſhed Religion, which is common to Your Majeſty , and Your Kingdom 
with Us; TNor, if all the reſt of Your Majeſties Subſds were called; 'in rc- 
ſerence to a[trheſe things, to expreſs their Duty to Your Majeſty, apart 
from Us, (of which Excluſion- we thould have as impatient a Senſe: as to 
have our own I imbs torn from us) we ſhould never decline fo laudable a 
Contention as to Vye with them in all Expreſſions of that noble Kind. Nor 
ſhould they ever be able more zealouſly to abhor or eppofe any whatfoe- 
ver Flots, Contederacics; Aﬀociations of Confpiracies contrary hereunto 
than V/e. Neither can we ſuppofe That Your Majeſty's ſober minded 
Subjects will be fo Unequal as to reproach Us with rhe Bloody Conteſts 
of former daies, which hap'fied before, probably, the greater part of Us 
were born. The ſtared and publiſhed -Occafions whereof had no conneftion 
with the matters of our preſent Difference and DiſlarisfaCtion ; and wherein 
yet there are fome of Us ſtill furviving That rook part with the Crown,and 
not many that had other participation,than in the Miſeries that from thence 
deſcended in common to Us with the Nation: The Reports and Hiſtories 
whereof we never read or hear but with horror ſtill tee!ing within ourſelves, 
even at this diſtance,the Convulſions, Fears and Dangers of our Country,ar 
length rerturn'd to its former ſerled ſtate by Your Majefty's glorious Reftitu- 
tion, whereto conſiderable numbers of Us (as we belieye your Majeſty doth 
not forget ) joytfully contributed their urmoſt and nor uſeleſs Endeavours. 
And atter the Inſtruction giv'n to all Your Majeſty's Subje&s of whatſoever 
Denominations, by the Divine Providence which reſtored Your Majeſty to 
the gloriowm Throne of Youx Anceſtors in ſo peaceable a way, and by Your 
Az Majefty's 


(z) 
Majeſty's Authority-ahbd\Example, wichzhe. Prudent Determination of the 
Orders and. States:of Your Realm, for.the aboliſhing the Remembrance of 
thoſe unnarural Contentions : We account, T har both. the ſenſe of our Duty 
and our Intereſt, and even Time ir felt ſhou!d diſpoſe all our Minds ſo far 
ro bury them 1n an everlaſting OZLIVION, as that no Sceds of furure Ani- 
moſity ſhould thence remain among Your *eopie 2 VVith the entire Body 
of whom; as we are moſt {tritly united; nor only in all rhe AﬀeQion and 
Duty to Your Majeſty, which both Your Sacred Rights and Your Royal 
Goodneſs do claim from us, bur alſo in all the SUBSTANTIALS of the beſt: 
Religion that ever any Nation enjoy'd :. So we ,doubt nor bur in due time 
Your Majeſty's great VViſdom and Goodnef\- will find-our proper means of: 
cfteCting an Entite UNIONramong all your Subjects, in thoſe leffer things 
alſo, which that they are the Occaſion of any remaining Difference, we can 
bur Lament (as we do with very ſenſible Grief and Sorrow) bur cannot Re- 


medy, | 


In the mean time we moſt humbly beſeech Your Majeſty, That we may 
ſtand right in your Majeſty's gracious Eſtimation and Acceprance, and ſhall 
ever continue daily Supplicants for all Divine Bleſtings upon YourRoyal Per- 
ſon, Family and Government. "7 | 


London, Printed by Th:Dawky : for Edy:Powel, at the 
White Swan in Litale-Brutain, 1682. 
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